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“…from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which               
are able to make thee wise unto salvation…” 

(2 Tim. 3:15) 
 

Wise Leadership  
{1 Kings 3:16-28} 
 
Shortly after Soloman ascended to the throne God granted him with divine wisdom to be a 
better leader for His people. It didn’t take long before that wisdom was put to the test 
regarding two harlot mothers and a dead child. He was able to use a unique strategy to 
determine who the real mother was and quickly get to the truth of the situation. As leaders we 
will often be put into circumstances that will require us to lean on God for wisdom in order to 
have a positive outcome. 
 
1 Kings 3:16-21) “Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood before 
him.  (*) And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was 
delivered of a child with her in the house.  (*) And it came to pass the third day after that I was 
delivered, that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; there was no stranger with us in the 
house, save we two in the house.  (*) And this woman's child died in the night; because she overlaid it.  
(*) And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid 
it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.  (*) And when I rose in the morning to give my 
child suck, behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, 
which I did bear.”  
 These two women were harlots; one of them smothered her baby in their sleep; the 

child died; and the dead body was switched with the living baby. 
 These facts help is see the character of the women that Soloman is dealing with. They 

are actually no worse than any of us because even though we may not have this sin, we 
still have some sin. {Rom. 3:23; Jn. 8:7} 

 Although they were entangled in this sin they still had access to stand before the king 
which is exactly how the Lord treats us. {Is. 1:18; Matt. 11:28-30} 

 



1 Kings 3:23-27) “Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is the 
dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. 
(*) And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king.  (*) And the king 
said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other.  (*) Then spake the 
woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O 
my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, but divide it.  (*) Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay 
it: she is the mother thereof.”   
 According to verse 23 Soloman restates the facts of the situation to the women. He 

does this so they can correct him if he has some of the information wrong as well as to 
let them know that he was paying attention to them. 

 This is a wise lesson for leaders to learn that will help us settle differences between 
people. It shows people that what they are expressing to us is valuable and we care 
about it.   

 Soloman then proceeds with a cruel solution to the situation. He proposes to cut the 
child in half and divide the dead body between the mothers.  {Matt. 10:16} 

 “O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it.” – The real mother pleaded 
with Soloman not to hurt the child. 

 Soloman was wise enough to know that if a woman was evil enough to give her dead 
baby away she certainly wouldn’t care if someone else’s child would die. 

 When parents neglect God in their personal lives it has an effect on the entire family.  
{Rom. 1:31b} 
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